RUBEN D. JOHNSON

c/o Davidson Co. Drug Court Program
- 1406 County Hospital Road

Nashville, Tennessee 37218

Dear Mr. President, 2/8/09

We are fighting wars on many fronts. We have commissioned our troops to Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and Iraq in order to fight the war against Terrorism and Oppression. Many of
our brave men and women, both young and mature, have fought and died for the causes
of justice, democracy, and freedom from those who would terrorize and oppress.

We are fighting a war here, on our home front, as well. For we have an enemy here who
has embedded itself into the very fabric of our society. It has been with us for so long
now that it has become a chameleon. And it has developed the ability to blend in among
us so well that it is virtually undetectable until much damage has been done.

This enemy has infiltrated and undermined our nation’s school systems. For because of it
our teachers are unable to teach, and our students are unable to learn. It has made its
presence known in the work place. For because of it our workers have become
unproductive and unreliable. Often times late and sometimes not showing up for work at
all. It has shown its power of devastation in the sanctity of our homes. Causing the
presence of father figures to be none-existent, and making mothers emotionally
unavailable, and has turned our offspring into rebellious, defiant and anti-social misfits of
society. Our prisons, jails and institutions are filled to overflowing with the casualties of
the war we are fighting against this powerful and deadly foe.

This enemy that I speak of is the disease of addiction. And Mr. President, I’m writing you
this letter because we need your help. My name is Ruben D. Johnson. I am a in- house
resident at DC4, operated by the Honorable Judge Seth Norman and located in the great
state of Tennessee. It is because of programs like DC4 that “T” am not a casualty of war.
This program has given me a “New” lease on life, and a very clear message of hope. I
have been shown the path of right living, and I have been given the tools necessary to
build a solid and meaningful life for myself.

But without funding For DC4 and for programs akin to it across this great nation of ours,
the enemy of addiction will continue to run rampant until it has destroyed to the uttermost
parts the very infrastructure and integrity of our society. Educators as well as those to be
educated. Employers as well as those to be employed. Families and homes by the tens of
thousands, as well as business and commerce suffering to the tune of hundreds of
millions of dollars. Being devoured bit by bit, piece by piece, until if unaided and
unfunded, “All” is consumed by the enemy within.

So Mr. President Please. ..In the name of all that is right and good, help us to continue
our fight against the disease of addiction. Affix to DC4 and programs like it the funding
we need so that we can be relentless in carrying this message of recovery and hope and
thereby lessen the numbers of the casualties of war as we continue to fight the enemy

from within.
Sincerely Yours, M\@

Ruben D. Johnson






